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directed, he would be subject to great delay and trouble. The agents 
have informed me that all these captains must have been instructed 
and that they did not heed their instructions, or else carelessly forgot 
them. I have taken up this matter so often and gone into it so minutely 
that it has become almost a farce. The Northern Pacific agent, Mr. 
Clark, has had many instructions concerning what articles were consid- 
ered suspicious and how we wanted the cargo handled, and has repeat- 
edly assured me that the matter has been brought before the proper 
officers of the company again and again. The officer's of the last three 
vessels to arrive had all this explained to them by myself personally 
upon previous trips, and the fact that they made some effort to do as 
directed in regard to the cargo proves that they knew of the regulation. 
Eespectfully, M. H. Poster, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

[Inclosures.] 

Poet Townsend, Wash., February 6, 1900. 
To steamship companies and others: 

An order having been issued by the Surgeon-General of the Marine-Hospital Service 
that hereafter all eggs, yams, sugar cane, and similar articles packed in soil, coming 
from plague-infected ports, should be disinfected at this end unless viseed by an officer 
of the Service at the port of departure, I have to request that you notify your agents in 
foreign ports of the order and ask that they have articles of this nature placed in the 
hold in one compartment and in such a position that they will be readily accessible on 
arrival here. This arrangement has been made with companies running lines to other 
ports on this coast and will expedite the quarantine inspection here, which is our 
constant inspection, as well as your own. 

Any further information we can supply on this matter will be cheerfully given. 

M. Hugh Postee, 
Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. , In Command. 

Poet Townsend, Wash., November 10, 1900. 
To steamship companies and others : 

Hereafter all Chinese and Japanese food stuffs liable to plague infection, including 
goods from the soil, packed in soil, dried fish, dried ducks, etc., will not be allowed to 
pass this station without being disinfected here, unless viseed by our officers abroad. 
These goods should come packed in an accessible part of the hold, each package 
marked by our officers, and the invoice accompanied by a certificate to the same effect. 
As the arrival of a vessel with this merchandise not so prepared will cause a great 
deal of delay, I would advise you to cable this condition to your agents abroad. 

M. H. Fostee, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S., In command. 

A case of smallpox in Cairo, III. 

Cairo, III., November 27, 1900. 
Sib : I have the honor to report that a patient suffering with small- 
pox presented himself for treatment at this office this morning. He 
has been admitted to the isolation hospital. 

This is the first case in this city since July 21, 1900. It was about 
this time last year that the disease made its appearance here. 

Prom the history of the case, infection occurred at Vicksburg, Miss. 
The patient, colored, came from Vicksburg to Cairo via Memphis, being 
in the latter city two days. He had a chill on Friday, but has been 
working ever since. Patient states that "the country is full of it" 
about Vicksburg, where it is treated as the "Cuban itch." 

Eespectfully, John Milton Holt, 

Assistant Burgeon, TJ. 8. M. H. 8., In Command. 



